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THE ESSENTIAL MISSION OF THE CHURCH

“Th e task of evangelizing all people constitutes 
the essential mission of the Church.  
Evangelizing is in fact the grace and vocation 
proper to the Church, her deepest identity.  She 
exists in order to evangelize.”
On Evangelization in the Modern World, 14

US CONFERENCE 
OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS INITIATIVE

In 1992, the Bishops created a National Plan 
and Strategy for Catholic Evangelization in the 
United States, Go and Make Disciples.  

Th e three goals of the plan are:

I. To bring about in all Catholics such an 
enthusiasm for their faith that, in living 
their faith in Jesus, they freely share it with 
others.

II. To invite all people in the United 
States, whatever their social or cultural 
background, to hear the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ so they may come 
to join us in the fullness of the Catholic 
faith. 

III. To foster Gospel values in our society, 
promoting the dignity of the human 
person, the importance of the family, and 
the common good of our society, so that 
our nation may continue to be transformed 
by the saving power of Jesus Christ.

PRAYER FOR EVANGELIZATION

Holy Mary, Mother of God, you have 
given the world its true light,
Jesus, your Son – the Son of God.
You abandoned yourself completely to 
God’s call and thus became a wellspring of 
the goodness which fl ows forth from Him.

Show us Jesus. Lead us to Him.
Teach us to know and love Him, so that we 
too can become capable of true love and
be fountains of living water
in the midst of a thirsting world.

Pope Benedict XVI
Deus Caritas Est, 42
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YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESSES

MISSION STATEMENT

Th e mission of the Offi  ce for Evangelization, 
as a part of the Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
Department of Parish Life and Services, 
is to assist parishes in understanding the 
Church’s essential mission, empowering parish 
communities and lay faithful in their eff orts to 
make evangelization a way of life.

AOD GOALS FOR EVANGELIZATION

Flowing from the Bishops’ National plan, the 
purpose of the You Shall Be My Witnesses 
program is to spiritually and practically instruct 
lay evangelizers, thus carrying out the work of 
the Catholic Church. Participants will enter into 
a deeper relationship with the person of Jesus 
Christ, forming a better understanding of their 
role as disciples calling others to conversion. 
Th e program is designed to:

1.  Form lay leadership for eff ective 
evangelization.

2.  Assist parishes in incorporating 
evangelization concepts within already 
existing programs; ex. RCIA, adult faith 
formation, Christian service.

3.  Equip parishes with the tools and 
methodology necessary to create parishes in 
which evangelization is a vital component.

YOU SHALL BE MY WITNESSES PROGRAM

Th e Offi  ce for Evangelization will assist in 
establishing evangelization programs and 
techniques, empowering parishes to form 
disciples in the ways of the New Evangelization, 
awakening in the faithful the call to be 
evangelists in their community and world. 

THE JOURNEY OF FAITH 
AS EVANGELIZED PEOPLE

As part of You Shall Be My Witnesses, 
participants will:

• Gather in an environment of faith, 
conversion, instruction, and empowerment

• Grow in a spirit of discipleship and mission

• Be equipped with the tools for the ministry 
of evangelization through teaching, 
discussion, practical wisdom, scripture, 
Church teaching, testimony, and role-
playing

HOW TO CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR 
EVANGELIZATION

For more information or to schedule 
a presentation, contact the Offi  ce for 
Evangelization at 313.237.5762 or email us at 
evangelization@aod.org.

IMPLEMENTING THE 6 STEP PROGRAM

Once parish leadership and the Offi  ce for 
Evangelization have agreed to initiate the 
program, the Mobile Evangelization Team will:  

1. Meet with parish leadership, 
parish staff , pastoral council, and 
commissions to give a clear vision of 
the New Evangelization

2. Conduct a parish mission, including 
2 morning sessions and 3 evening 
presentations 

3. Present 8 Evangelization Formation 
Sessions, designed to bring about 
an understanding of Catholic 
evangelization, deepening participants’ 
understanding of conversion and the 
journey of faith, while developing 
strategies for giving witness to the 
Faith in various settings  

4. Assist parishes in forming an  
Evangelization Committee

5. Host 4 Evangelization Committee 
Workshops, which assist committee 
members in completing a parish 
assessment, setting evangelization 
goals and objectives, familiarize 
members with resources and build 
networks between other active parishes

6. Follow-up and collaborate with 
parishes, to ensure evangelization 
eff orts bear fruit


